IRISH NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKS. 



RETURN tu an Address of the Honourable The House of Coiumcna, 
dated 8 July 1853 

“ COPIES of any Treasury Minutes and Correspondence on the subject of the 
recent or intended Clianges in the Mode of Preparation, Publication, and 
Supply of the Irish National School Books:” 

“ Of the Names and Places of Abode of the Agents liitherto employed by the said 
Commissioners for the Supply of these Books, whether to the National Scliools 
or to the Public, with the Rate and Amount of their Remuneration, the Value 
of Books Supplied to, or Sold by such Agents, and the Amount received as 
tlie produce of such Sales, during each of the last Ten Years : ” 

“And, of tlie Names of any Persons who have been appointed in consequence of 
the New Arrangements, the Nature of their Duties, and tlie Amount of their 
Sfilaries.” 



I.--COPIES of any Treasury Minutes ond Correspondsnce on the subject of 
the recent or intended Changes in the Mode of Preparation, Publication, and 
Supply of the Irish National School Books. 



The Lords of Her Majesty s Treasury to the Commissioners of National 
Education, Ireland. 

,, T . . Treasury Cliambers, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 3 July 1351 , 

Lord John Russell having brought under the notice of this Board a corre- 
spondence between Mr. Longman and Mr. Murray, and himself and your Board, 
relative to the sale of school books intended for the use of the Irish National 
Schools, I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
to acquaint you that my Lords, upon a consideration of all the circumstances of 
fclie case, are of opinion that the school books printed for your Board should be 
limited to the supply required for the use of the Irish National Schools. 

My Lords, however, think it expedient that measures should be adopted by 
which the sale of the same school liooks in an authentic form, and at reasonable 
jn-icea, to the public at large, .should be continued, and they request that a plan 
ior giving effect to such an arrangement may be prepared by your Board, and 
submitted to tlieir Lordships for their considei*acion. 

I have, See. 

The Commissioners of (signed) G. Commall Lewis. 

National Education, Ireland. 



Reply. 

Education Office, Dublin, 

Sir, _ 19 July 1851. 

"VVb have had the honour of laying before the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland your communication of the 3cl instant, stating that the 
Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury are of opinion that the school books printed for 
tliis Board should be limited to the supply required for the use of the Irish 
National Schools; but that their Lordships think it expedient that measures 
should be adopted by which the sale of the same school books, in an authentic 
9®*' A form, 
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form, and at reasonable prices, to the public at large, should be continued; and 
request that a plau for giving effect to such arrangement may be prepared 
by this Board, and submitted to their Lordships for consideration. 

In reply we are directed to state that the Commissioners have determined 
alter lull deliberation, on complying with their Lordships’ request; and we will 
commumeate with you again when the Commissioners shall have had sufficient 
time to cuiisider whatever arrangement they may deem it advisable to recom- 
mend lor the consideration of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

^Ve have &c 

G. Cornewall Lewis, Esq. m.p., (signed) ’ Maurica Cross, 

^' 2 . &c. James Kelhj, 

Secretaries. 




The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury to tlic Commissioners of National 
Education, Ireland. 

• r r j 1/^1 Treasury Chambers, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 14 ij^i, 

1 AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Maje, sty’s Treasury to 
ransmit herewith for your information, copy of a letter from the Secretary to 
the Committee of Council on Education, dated 4tb instant, relative to the sale 



Enclosures. 

“7*’'' enclosing » copy of the Treasniy^Mhlute^datod 

If Hi c™m to P^aicl by the Irieli Conmiissioners 

01 i.uiieation to the public at large, I am ilu-ected to Inquire whether mv Lorda arc rivht in 

p'T by thi Irish c„L7ai„oS;rt‘i; 

arae boots tlmm 1 ■'”* “7 treasury, for the eoutinuod snpply of the 

their 

G. Cornewall Lewis^Esq. M,r„ 



Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 4th July 1851. 

IreSZ S ilma&m' C""".-onora of National Edaeatloii in 



The Committee of Council on Education to the Commissioners of National 
Education in Irclayid. 

Gentlemen, y T i i 

I AJi directed by the Lords of the Education Committee of Her Maiesty’s^Privv 

in Iintd^E T “VT ’'1' “^r of NatioS SlLaSo? 

datetl isM 1v 1 tri “ oopy of the Tre.a.sury Minute, 
pnbt 5 S b '■ m School-boo\s to the 

the Trens,3mG the Commissioners to submit to the Lords of 

ffio fteasury for their consideration, a plan for giving effect to such an arrange- 

the PrivvrTne?l^!’“rtrl’— ^y Lords of the Education Committee of 
the Fmj Council, that the Commissioners in Ireland may find it to be in their 

power 
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power to allow my Lords an opportunity of seeing and of offerino- to tlie Com- 
missioners any remarks that may he deemed desirable upon the plan of the 
Commissioners before it is submitted to the Lords of the Trea^iiirv 

In the meantime I am to inform you that the Lords of thefrea'sury understand 
that the siiiiply ot the Irish bcliool-books, pursuant to the minute of the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education, dated ISth December 1847, will not be iuter- 
rujited, as you will gather from tiic enclosed copy of a letter from the Treasury 
m reply to a reference upon that subject. ’ 

The Secretaries, (signed) /L R. W. Linge?,. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Reply. 

Education Office, Dublin, 

1 cj 1 1 19 July 1801. 

We have had the honour of laying before the Commissiouers of National 
Education m Ireland your letter of the 7th instant, requesting that the Commis- 
sioners \yould afford the Lords of the Committee of Council ou Education an 
opportunity of seeing and offering to the Commissioners any remarks tliat may 
be deemed advisable, upon whatever plan they may decide on recommending to 
the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, for continuing the sale of the Irish National 
School-books, in an authentic form, and at reasonable prices, to the puljlic at large, 
the books printed for this Board being limited to the supply of tile national schools 
in Ireland, in accordance with the minute of tlie Treasury. 

In reply, we are to acquaint you that the Commissioners will feel much plea- 
sure m complying -with the request of their Lordships, when they shall have had 
ftdl time to deliberate upon what plan they may recommend to the consideration 
of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross,] a . ■ 

, R. R, W. Lingep. Esq., Kelly, 

&C. &C, &c. 



The Committee of Council on Education to the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland. 

Gentlemen, 5 September 1851, 

With reference to your letter, dated I9th July 1851, and to the precedino- 
correspondence, I beg leave to request that you will be so good as to lay Iiefom 
the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland the enclosed copy of a letter, 
dated 1st August 1851, from the _ Secretary (o the Roman Catholic Poor School 
Committee in Great Britain. This Committee is the recognised medium of com- 
municatiou between the Roman Catholics in Great Britain and the Government in 
matters of elementary education for the working classes, and the ccmmimication 
is of importance accordingly. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretaries, (signed) R. R. IV. Ungen. 

&c. &c. &c. 



(Enclosure.) 

Shj _ Brook Green House, HaramerEmith, 1 August 1851. 

The attention of the Poor School Committee has been called to a pamphlet issued from 
her Majesty’s Stationery Office in Dublin, respecting the publication of school-books by 
Goveinment, at the public expense. 

The complaints made on this subject relate exclusively to the boobs of the Irish Coin- 
miaaiouera ; and reports arc current to the effect that the circulation of the books in question 
win no longer be encouraged by the Committee of Council on Education. 

It becomes, tlierefore, tie imperative duty of the Poor &hooi Committee to represent that 
dthough applications are understood to have been made from at least two quarters, for the 
insertion upon their Lordships’ schedule of books issued by Catholic authors, and commonly 
used in schools, yet no such books have been added io the authorised list, which, with the 

9^^* A 2 e-veeption 
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exception of the Irish publications, comprisea no works available for the elementary instme- 
rion of Roman Catholic children. If, then, the Irisii books arc struck off the list, Roman 
Catholic schools will be deprived of all benefit under their Lordships’ book grants, and will 
so tar, be again excluded from participation in the Parliamentary grant for education. ’ 
And, short of this result, if the agitation whicli has been raised should succeed in wrestino- 
from (iovernment the power to fiiniish schools in Great Britain with books at the pi-cseut 
moderate prices, and in procuring for any private pubHshers licence to add to those nrices a 
large per eentage for their own profit, tlie progress of education in primary schools throuLrii- 
out the kingdom, and uiore particulai-ly m Roman Catholic scliools, and in workhouse schools 
eontMning Roman Cathohe children, will be seriously impeded by the increased difficulty 
which the managers will exp^ience in huving the necessary supplies of suitable books. ^ 
As representing a large, and poor, and ill-instructed class of her Majesty’s British subioeta 
and as co-opemting heartily with the measures of the Committee of Council, the Poor 
School Committee cannot refrain from enti-eating their Lordships to refuse assent to any 
proposals that would mthcr exclude from their schedule, or raise in price, the Irish Com^ 
missioners school books, which, apart from the circumstance of their being, as stated above 
the only books on tlie hst available for Roman Catholic schools, they regard after much 
exammation and oxpenmentd use, both as being per the best elementary series in the 
language, and also as most suitable for adoption ra any possible scherao of national education 



The Secretaiy, 

Committee of Council on Education. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Scott Nasmyth Stokes, 
Secretaiy to the Catholic Poor School Committee. 



,,, , Office, Dublin, 15 SqilorabeiM85I^ 

We are directed by the Commissioners of National Education to aclaiow- 
ledge he receipt of your letter of tho 6th instant, enclosing a copy of a letter 
boLltoXifarireir Oatholic-Poor School 

Inreply, we are to state, that the communication is referred to a Committee 

of the National Board, appointed to draw up a plan for supplying schools not 
connected with the Board, with Irish National School-books at a moderate price 

not lose”li;i^^oras 

The Commissioners further direct ns to suggest the propriety of the ouhli 

as a means of counteracting any misconception that may rest on the public 
mind with respect to the former proceedings connected with this subject. ^ 

We have, &c. 

rpi Cl (signed) Maurice Cross.^^ 

_ 1 lie Secretary James Kolh, ^Secretaries. 

Committee of Council on Education. ^ 



The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Commissioners of Nation,al 
Education, Ireland. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, Cliambers, 

With reference to the letter from your secretaries dafed lore V i V'- 
thesnhject of the sale of the schooLoohrffitn'S tllif 
National Schools, I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Maies ll 
Treasury to request that you -mil have the goodness to inform my Lofds Xther 
you haye come to any decision as to the arranirements whleh , T ‘ ■ 
advisable to recommend to the consideration of thif Board. ^ ^ 



The Commissioners of 
National Education, Ireland. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) G. CwncmiU Lewis. 
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The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland to the Committee of 
Council on Education. 

Dear Sir, Education Office, Dublin, ,30 December 1851. 

I HAVE just received your note of the 2»th instant, enclosing one from Lord 
Laiisdowne of the 26th; and, as requested, I now beg leave to forward another 
copy of the Report of the Committee, on the question relative to the sale of 
the school-books. 

I have most earnestly to request that you will favour me with any observa- 
tions or suggestions relative to the enclosed, at the earliest possible time, as the 
Treasury continue to press the Commissioners for their reply on the important 
subject referred to. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross, 

R. R. W. Lingen, Esq., &c. Secretary. 



Reply. 

7 January 1852. 

Adverting to your letter of the 30tli ult. and its enclosure, I have the honour 
to submit the following considerations to the Commissioners of National Educa- 
tion in Ireland : 

1 . It appears to be conceded, as a point of administrative policy, that the 
trade objection is not to be held to apply to such measures as the Irish Com- 
missioners may see fit to take for the production and publication of books to be 
used in schools under their own Board. 

2. The trade objection is held to apply ipso facto, and apart from all state- 
meats of profit and loss, to tlie continued sale of. books by the Commissioners 
in the general market. 

3. The extent of this sale has Iiitherto served as a set-off to the expenses of 
the Commissioners, in the shape of profit on the books disposed of, and also in 
the shape of reduction in the terms on which the supply of so large a demand 
could be contracted for. 

4. The public has had the advantage of obtaining a series of school books, 
admitted to be equal, and generally considered to be superior, to any others that 
are published, at a price far below the charge commonly made for such books. 

It is with the last consideration only that the Committee of Council on Edu- 
cation has to deal officially, under the minute of 18th December 1847, ou 
behalf of some 5,000 schools under Government inspection in England and 
Wales, and, in some sense, generally on behalf of the education of the labouring 
classes in Great Britain, for the promotion of which their Lordships have been 
constituted a Committee. 

So long as the Irish books are not supplied to the promoters of schools on 
worse terms than by the Commissioners, the details of the particular aiTange- 
ment to be made for the purpose is of secondary moment. 

It appears, however, to the Committee that these terms are likely to be worse, 
m proportion as the contract for the supply of the public is separated from the 
contract for the supply of the Commissioners, and in proportion as the system of 
checks and precautions, which now singly suffices for both supuiies, has to be 
doubled. 

The Committee of Council would therefore suggest for consideration whether 
(supposing for a moment that the matter were res Integra) the tenders to be 
invited should not include the supply of the public as well as the supply of the 
Commissioners ; in fact, it is not apparent why the Commissioners and the 
public should be distinguished in these tenders. The aid of the Commis- 
sioners to their own schools is expressed in the reduced price at which (covering 
the loss from the Parliamentary grant) they sell the books, not in any more 
advantageous terms in procuring them. The Commissioners are owners of cer- 
tain copyrights for the immediate benefit of certain schools in Ireland ; but they 
are enabled to increase this benefit to its immediate objects by extending it to 

96 •• A3 others. 
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others. So long as the Commissioners do not tlicniselve.s sell beyond the pale 
of tbcir own schools, and so long as it is open to all persons to tender for tlie 
contract, the trade objection is met. The Commissioners in that case would 
purchase, like other promoters of schools, from the contractor. 

By this arfangeiiient the precautions which the Commissioners miistinauv 
case take for the supply of their own schools will suffice for all, Cud contract 
only is needed, and on it is concentrated all the cheapeuiug influence of the 
aggregate, demand. 

The existing contract with Messrs. Grierson may be such as to interpose a 
difficulty ill the interval between this time and 31 st December 1855. The diffi. 
culty might be met if the Treasury were willing to sanction the present system 
lip to that time, provisionally accepting the proofs given by tlie Commis- 
sioners that the public is not supplied by them at such a rate as excludes a fair 
profit, and requiring that, at the end of that time, the contractor to be then 
accepted upon open tender, and not the Commissioners, shall henceforth supplv 
the public. Or, again, the difficulty might be met, If Messrs. Grierson’s con- 
tract were opened at once, they (with the approval of the Treasury), consentinrr 
to appoint an arbitrator, who with the Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Stationerv^ 
office, and an umpire to be jointly nominated, sliould, after the new contract 
had been concluded, assess the anioinit of coiiipeiisation to be made, It is pro- 
bable that the speedier settlement of the question to be had by the latter plan 
renders It the more advisable of the two. 

_ It is impossible to overrate the educational importance of coritinuinff or 
increasing, the cheapness of the .Irish books to the general public, and the 
Committee of Council .suggests whether a single contract, and a sins'le super- 
vision IS not best calculated, if not indispensable, to promote this end • the 
Irish Commissioners, who must make and superintend it, in part at least for 
theimelves uiidertakiog to make and superintend it wholly for themselves and 
tor the public. 

,T • ^ „ I liave, 5 tc. 

MamiceCross, Esq., &c. (signed) R. R.W. Lingm. 



The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Commissioners ot National 
Education, Ireland. 



HT T 1 1 rN •, I reasurv Chambers, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ,5 1552, 

With reference to the letter from this Board of the 3d .Inly last, on the 
subject of the sale Ot school books intended for tlie use of the Irish National 
bchools and to the reply thereto from Messrs. Cross & Kelly of the 19 th July^ 
Commissioners of National Education would communicate to 
mi’^l sufficient time to consider whatever arrangement it 

might be desirable to recommend with respect to the sale of such hooks, and 
also with reference to the letter addressed to you from this Board on the 
23d November last, calling your attention again to the subject. 

Commissioners of Her Majestv’s Treasury to 
mpnt ^ • t ^ Lords consider it highly advisable that whatever arrange- 

S V ^ whether you have 

^ arrangement which you would submit for the con- 

^0^0 r you have taken with a 

view ot coming to some decision upon the subject. 



The Commissioners of 
National Education, Ireland. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) G. Cornewail Lewis. 
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Reply. 

Education-office, Dublin, 

24 Jiimiary 18 ;} 2 . 

Referring to your letter of the lofli instant, we have now the honour to 
forward the Report of the Committee appointed by the Commissioners of 
National Education to frame suggestions for the consideration of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, as to the best mode of supplying, in 
certain quantities or in single copies, the Irish National School-books, in an 
authentic form, and at reasonable prices, to tlie public at large, the Irish National 
Schools e.’tcepted. 

The Report is accompanied by two returns, the nature of which is therein 
specified. 

The Coraniissioners trust that whatever arrangement may be sanctioned by 
the Treasury, the books (with the few exceptions set forth in the remrn), will 
not be sold at higher rates than those at which they are supplied by the Com- 
missioners to the Committee of Privy Council on Education, and to all schools 
for the poor unconnected with the National Board. 

With regard to the price of single copies of the books for private use, the 
Commissioners have been enabled to make a large reduction in consequence of 
the present contract with the Messrs. Grierson for printing, being upwards of 
60 per cent, lower than the previous contract, and there being also a reduction 
in the cost of binding. 

The Committee of Council on National Education having made a request that 
the Commissioners of National Education would afford them an opportunity of 
seeing the Report, and of making any remarks thereon that they might deem 
advisable, the Commissioners felt it right to comply witli their application, and 
we have the pleasure to enclose a copy of the reply which has been received from 
the Secretary of tiie Committee. 

The Commissionens desire us to state, that they highly approve (in all mate- 
rial points) of the suggestions contained in Mr. Lingen^s valuable communica- 
tion. which would have been embodied in the Report of tlie Committee, had his 
letter reached them in time. 



The Commissioners beg to express the hope that their Lordships, after a 
careful consideration of the Report, will come to the conclusion that the plan 
recommended by the Committee is the only one calculated to secure at once the 
three great objects; viz. reasonable prices, a certainty of a regular and abundant 
supply of books to meet the increasing demand, and the accuracy of the text. 



G. Cornewall Lewis, esq., m.p. 
&c. &c. 



We have, &c. 



(signed) 



Maurice Crojj,) 
James Kelly, j 



Secretaries. 



Report of the Committee appointed to draw np a Plan for the Sale of Irish National School 
Books in England, &c. &c., in an authentic form, and at reasonable prices. 

Prslimiwarv Observations. 

The Commiseioners of Nationsd Education in Ireland were requested by the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, in a letter from G. Cornewall Lewis, Esq., dated 
3 July 1851, to suggest a plan by wliich the sale of the Irish National School-books, in 
an authentic form, and at reasonable prices, might be continued to the public at large, 
(the Irish National Schools excepted). 

The important question referred to in Mr. Lewis’s communication has been maturely 
considered by the Commissioners. 

)fwo members of the Board, namely, his Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, and James 
O’Ferrall, Esq., were of opinion that the subject was not one on which the Commis- 

96 ] . • A 4 sionera, 
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siouers, as a body, should offer any suggestion. The remaining members, however, frlf 
that ulthough them proper duty, with regard to the publication of school-books tevml’ 
nated when they transmitted to his Ejccellenoy the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland/ on So 
9tli May 1851, a statement m reference to tlie correspondence of Messrs. Longman & {'fi 
and John Murray, w,th_ the Eight honourable Lord John Eussell, yet beinn-^ anxious tn 
bSarS^mitLT^'™ ^ ''' ^wlvisable to refer the matter to a 

Lie members of this Committee having met frequently to deliberate on the subiect 
have made the mmexed Eeport, winch lias received the approval of the Commissioners’ 
SmulV™'’ Archbishop of D„blm and Mr. OTciTolh lo whom it waTno; 

Educational Office, Dublin, January 1852. 



hiR Committee conclude that the Commissioners will continue, as heretofore, to print and 
supply to- their own sciiools such books as they have already published, and may from time to 
elinrfif publish, as most suitable for carrying out a comprehensive system of eleineutary 
m rh? ’’ ^ to suggest that no alteration in other respects shall be made 

in the piescnt arrangements until the termination of Messrs. Grierson’s contract with the 
T/’® “ado before that time, then thty 

lecommend tliat the claim of Messrs. Grierson for compensation shall be dulv coZ 
sidered, and they trust that it may bo favourably entertained. ^ 

The Committee recommend, as a general and governing jirinciplo to be observed in 
devising or framing any alteration m the present system of supplyinfr national school 
books to the poor in Great Britain and the Colonies, and to the pliilfc, lhat thetsenZ 
rtnni 'u characteristics of the books ahaU be scrnpuloisly maintained wXut 
objects, for the advantage^of the public, which 
It Liih. been _tho study of the Commissioners to secure, and which arc to some extent stated 

TCga?d/r Longman and Murray, shall be duly 

adlpted^r™'^*'“ accordingly suggest that fitting and efficient means shall be devised and 

1. Po inamtain and preserve the non-sectarian character of the school-books and to nre- 

--be? of 

thf the books published by 

respMts r(Th.rtX™X”°°™ ® •“ “Jtsr «ny of tlioir books in any of the following 

os X bLXrdtSShT'X' ” o~ons, or by snob worbU altoialion, 

t XiloXXT or *'>' wUcb an, particular 

wheXd.aar,St™fi™ ttot Ane means shall be taken, 

all conies of the altered i!? t ^ ensure tlie adoption of all suoli alterations, in 

addition or subfractlon caXdTybifXmtr 

books to be publlBbeli by’ke^cXnlM”'^ aiTangements shall he made for printing any new 

hercinhcf„reVt:ra«rat rSrXb "X *“ **“' F‘T““ 

Tiiat for the several punjoses hereinhf.fn.-o reference to the general contract, 

edition for the time be^of X tnenttaed „r referred to, the lart 

of each b„k for the 

herXe7aX7XXXX«S“‘‘°”5 “ ‘I-™* »1>» ““J’ ^ 

but the Comniittec ventui-c atiU ^thor to submit?^*^'™ contemplated alterations ; 
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6 Tlmt tlia Compti-ollet of Her MajestjL Slntionery.office, or aome otter coimietont 
anthonty, sl.al be charged with the proeeat armngeo.ent and future a«per"ai r<fa„v 
ayatem to be adqrtod; uud they aaggoet that proper prelinriaaiy ateps .hall™ i .n Z 
him to procure tender, (the loivcat to bo accepted) for .upplTiin dnrimr . -T 
(,ay .even , care), all the books now and hereafter to l,o pubhtted by the (fommSSL f ™ 
condition, based upon the principles hotembefbre referred to, and' at rale, and p™ ; S 
each book respectively, not to e.veced a maadaium price to be speeified in the .advcrttjnenl 
fot tenders. ^ lo assist m doterniiniiig the proper niaiimnin price for each book, the Com 
inittee subjoin a sobednie to which they refer, showing. The title of each book the Zt 
of produolion under the present contract ; the price proposed to he fixed at which 'ti e book 
shall be sold in certain quantities; tlie profit at these prices to the Conimissiouem' the 
present prices to the pittbc, with the rate of profit thereon ; and the proposed reducHon on 
these prices to the pohbc, for single copies, with tlie rate of profit thereon ; also, a sta el™ 

siioTving the probable demand in OU 0 j-eai- for each book. ja-bucement 

?. Tbnt the party whose tender shall be accepted, shall, during the period to be sneciBod 
belieensed by Government; and shall have the esclnsive rigft to print .and tte 

entire senes of the National School-books of the Conmiissioners, for supplying* b ‘ public 
generally, and all eohoo s other than those of the Commissioners, the manager, of S b 
may desire to use those books ; and that in consideration of such licenee, be shaft be bound 
to supply the entire senes to observe prcsorihed and pre-arranged conditions and renalntions 
based on the principles n.id iramed with the objects horein suggested ; and that intte S 
of controversy ane.iig as to the due performance of bis eontraet, or ns to ll.e con.trnetion 
thereof, the decision of the. Comptroller of the Stationery-office, or other competent pemo." 
to be specified m the advertisement for tenders, shall be conclusive. ^ 

a That the advertisement fur tenders, and the tender and contract nf the person whose 
accepted, shall be properly framed to carry out the speeified cLditione and 

9. Tliat due regard shall be bad to make all the hooks printed pursuant to the contract 

exact reprints of the standard copy, and correct and accurate in all respects : of the same 
toi-m and style ; type of the same size and character ; printed page for paW and line for line • 
paper at least as good quahty; and bound and finished in all respects in a umuuer not 
infcnor to the standard copy. ‘ ^ 

10. That to md the Comproller, an ofiicer shall be appointed by the Treasury, or the con- 
tractor, as examiner of the National School-books, who shall oxamine and compare with the 
standard copy the proof-sheets of every new impreseion of each book, and belbre publication 
approve thereof and testifying Ins approval by bis signature, to he aftcrwaixls stamped or 
printed on the title-page ; and that he sliall be paid by the Treasury, or contractor a fixed 
sum annually for such exammation and comparison, at a rate to be fixed by the Treasurv 
and specified in the advertisement for tenders. 

11. That the party whose tender shall be accepted, sliall be required to appoint an asent 

or maintain a d^ot in London, Liverpool, Manchester, Edinburgh, Dublin, or in such other 
places in Lrcat Britain and Ireland, as may be considered necessary, and to keep such airentx 
or depots constantly supplied with the entire series of the books. ^ 

12. Tbnt clue control be retained for effeotnating all tlio objects contamplatad, and tbnt tlie 
contractor be duly bound to perform the contract. 

13. That aix months at least shall be allowed for the contractor to bring out the first 
supply of books, from the date of his tender being accepted. 



Education Office, Dublin, 
16 January 1852. 



(signed) Maurice Cross, ^ c . • 

James Kelly, /Secretanes. 
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(A,) IRISH NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKS. 

RETURN, showing:—!. The Cost Price of 10,000 of each of the aboTe Books to the Commissioners, according 
to their present Contract with Messrs. Grierson for Printing, as furnished by Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 
2. The Maximum Price proposed to be fixed at whioh tliese Books shall be sold in Numbers ; not less than speci- 
fied against each. 3. The Profit thereat above the Cost to the Commissioners. 4. Tire Price at which these 
Books are at present sold to the Public by the Commissioners through their Agents. G. The Profit thereon at 
these Prices, C. The Maximum Price proposed to be fixed for the Sale of single Copies. 7. The Profit thereat. 







Proposed Price in Numbera. 




Prites per Single Copy. 






Cost Price 
















TITLE OF BOOK. 


of 


Not 


p«. 


Profit 


niissioners’ 


Profit 


Proposed 


Profit 




10,000 Copies. 


less than 


per Copy. 


per Cent. 


present 


per Cent. 


Priem, 


per Cent 




1. 




2- 


3. 


4. 


6. 


0. 


7. 




: £. s. d. 




s. d. 




s. d. 




s. d. 




First Book of Lessons 


20 3 11 


12 


- 1 


106i 


- 2 


3124 


- H 




Second „ - 


95 J2 4 


12 


- 4 


74k 


- 6 


I6I4 


- 5 




Sequel to ditto, No. l . . 


no 12 11 


0 


- 5 


88J 


- 9 


238f 


- 7 




„ No. 2 

Third Book of Lessons 


111 19 6 


C 


- 6 


86 


- 9 


2342 


- 7 




190 4 7 


6 


- 8 


67i 


1 2 


1924 


- 11 




Fourth „ - - 


238 14 6 


4 


- 9 


57 


1 4 


1794 


1 - 


1344 

136 


Supplement to ., - - 


283 8 2 


4 


- 11 


GI| 


1 8 


1944 


1 2 : 


Fifth Book .... 


272 15 8 


4 


- 11 


68 


1 8 


2054 


1 2 1 




Girls’ „ - 

• Biographical Sketches 


272 15 8 


4 


- 10 


62|- 


1 6 


174g 






336 18 1 


3 


1 - 


34 


1 8 


1474 




122J 


* bclectiona from British Poets, 












2 Tols, - ... - 


336 18 1 


3 


1 - 


39i 


1 3 


147| 


1 6 


1224 






each. 














• Art of Readme - - - 


196 - - 


3 


- 10 


1124 


1 2 


1974 






English Grammar - 


05 12 4 


12 


- 4 


744 


- 8 


2484 


- 6 




Key to „ - 


25 3 6 


3 


- 1 


654 


— 2 


i 231 






• Epitome, &c. • - . . 


300 14 1 


S 


1 4 


CI4 


2 6 


216 






Compendium, &c. - 


100 1 5 


4 


- 5 


108 


- 9 








First Arithmetic ... 


80 14 7 


12 


- 4 


92 


- 7 


206 






Key to ,s - - 


05 12 4 


3 


- 4 


744 








175J 


• Arithmetic in Theory, &c. 


300 - - 


3 


1 - 


664 


1 8 


177® ' 


1 6 


Book keepine - - - - 


112 8 2 


4 


- 6 


864 


- 8 


loej 






Key to ditto .... 


108 7 4 


4 


- 5 


024 








I8I4 

1724 


* Elements of Geometry 

* Mensuration .... 


107 - - 

216 - - 


4 

4 


- 6 
~ 10 


1 834 
924 


- 8 

1 6 


211J 

247 


- 7 


Appendix to ditto ... 
Agricultural Class Book - 


112 1 9 

215 10 10 


2 

3 


- 6 
- 9 


864 


- 8 


1074 

247® 


- 7 


172J 

165 


Scripture Lessons, four series, 














each . - . - . 

Lessons on Truth of Christianity 


120 4 6 
77 17 5 


4 

4 


- 6 
- 4 


734 

114 


- 8 


1774 


- 7 


156 


Sacred Poetry .... 


38 2 6 


6 


- 3 


2274 


- 4 


037 


- 8 


2524 



3. Average profit on proposed prices in numbers 341 per cent. 

•5- 5> on CommisBionera’ present prices for single copies - - - 2l4g „ 

7- jj on Commissioners' proposed prices for single copies • - . 107J „ 



.Vofe.-The prra. of the books marked thn»(.) lavB been sKgbtly raised to Bcllools, as the demand for them is 
more limited than lor the others, and the expense of printing them greater. 

The prices on all for single copies it will be seen are considerably reduced, with the exception of the “ Art of 

Reading, whicn is ditficull to print, and in only limited demand. 



Education Office, Dublin,! 
38 January 1352. / 



(signed) 



Maurice Cross,'\ 
James Kelly, J 



•Secretaries. 
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IRISH NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKS. 



(B.) 

RETURN showing the Ci«ooieTio» of the I,.,„ Natiojai Se.ooi Boob, ito., for Si.t Months , viz. 

from 1 J uly to 31 December 1851. ’ ’ 



NAME OF BOOK. 



First Boole 6{ Lessons 
Second Book of Lessons - 
Sequel to ditto. No. 1 
Sequel to ditto, No. 3 - . 

Third Book of Lessons 
Fourth ditto - - - . 

Supplement to ditto 
Fifth Book - 

Girls ditto - - . . 

Biographical Sketches 
British Poets, Vol. I - - 

British Poets, Vol. 2 - - 

Introduction to Art of Reading 
English Grammar - 
Kej to ditto .... 
First Arithmetic - . - 

Key to ditto - - . . 

Arithmetic in Theory, &o. 
Book-keeping - 
Key to ditto - - . - 

Epitome, &o. ... 

Compendium, &e. - - - 

Elements of Geometry . 

Mensuration - - . . 

Appendix to ditto - . . 

Scripture lessons ( 0 . T.,) No. 1 
Ditto, No. 2 - 
Ditto (N. T.,) No. 1 
Ditto (N. T.) No. 3 - - 

Sacred Poetry 

Lessons on Truth of Christianity 
Agricultural Class Book 



Natiokal ScHooia. 


Poor 

ScLooli ia 


Atm... 


Gratui- 


Topai, 


Sales 

Reduced 

Prices. 


Free 


aud 

Ireland, 
unconnected 
with the 
Nitioaol 


79,955 


13,572 


13,834 


19,800 


62 


127,223 


33,814 


7,257 


14,904 


18,726 


65 


74,836 


7,353 


420 


600 


800 


67 


9,148 


7,002 


3,143 


6,541 


4,100 


G7 


20,853 


0,945 


3,636 


8,043 


16,000 


78 


37,302 


4,470 


1,977 


6,971 


6,850 


64 


20,332 


254 


607 


1,281 


849 


64 


2,935 


1,043 


689 


2,016 


2,300 


63 


6,010 


361 


634 


1,712 


732 


63 


3,492 


340 


324 


91 


213 


71 


1,039 


507 


266 


86 


452 


79 


1,390 


' 


■ Reprinting 




12 


12 


114 


329 


149 


212 


GO 


804 


4,400 


1,837 


3,436 


2,700 


62 


12,435 


171 


329 


273 


34 


61 


; 868 


6,698 


2,735 


4,906 


9,350 


63 


23,751 


123 


298 


271 


446 


62 


1,199 


1,273 


569 


810 


362 


63 


0,077 


000 


808 


781 


1,295 


61 


3,045 


275 


201 


422 


345 


62 


1,805 


890 


347 


885 


421 


66 


1,609 


568 


651 


2,783 


850 


63 


4,765 


64 


176 


181 


150 


61 


632 


740 


283 


1,110 


256 


65 


2,454 


111 


151 


211 


174 


63 


710 


169 


354 


40 




73 


626 


126 


298 


40 




73 


537 


166 


289 


40 




78 


55S 


141 


276 


40 




73 


530 


244 


496 


42 


312 


60 


1,164 


79 


196 


67 


120 


62 


524 


382 


556 


276 


206 


79 


1,409 



Probable 
Circulation 
for 12 
bfontbs. 



200,000 

152,500 

19.000 

43.000 

76.000 

41.600 
6,300 

14,200 

7.200 
2,500 

3.000 

1,660 

26.000 

2.000 
49,000 

2.500 
6,600 

6.300 
2,700 

8.500 
9,800 
1,600 

5.200 

1.600 
1,400 

1.200 

1.300 
1,200 

2.500 
1,200 

3.300 



th. '■ probable eircuktion for 12 months, ” an addition has been made, 
man laait of the free grants having been issued prior to the 1st of July. 

The estimate may be considered as rather under, than over, the probable demand. 



in consequence of more 



Education Office, Dublin, 
10 January 1862. 



(signed) Maurice Cro«,) - ^ . 

James Kelly, j-Secretanes. 
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The Lords of her Majesty’s Treasury to tlie Commissioners of National 
Lduobition, Ireland. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, Treasury Cliumbers, 15 March 1852. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of her Majesty’s Treasury to 
transmit to you herewith a letter from the Comptroller of the Stationery-office, 
of the 3d ultimo, on tlie subject of the sale of the Irish National School-books 
in this country, and I have to request you will favour ray Lords with your 
opinion thereon. 

1 have, kc. 



The Commissioners of National 
Education, Ireland. 



(signed) G, A. Hamilton. 



(Enclosure,) 



Stationery Office, 3 February 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to retuTn (IiQ Eepart of the Commiasionera of Education in Dublin, 
•with the accompanying papers ; and in compliimce witli your directions, I bog to submit the 
following remarks thereon, for the consideration of the Lords of her Majesty’s Treasury. 

I would beg, however, to bo permitted at the outset to state that the publication of school 
books is a matter in regard to which I have no practical knowledge, and the remarks I have 
to offer ayi; derived only from some acquaintance with pirblication generally. 

Ihe object, I pres\ime, which Government has in view is to supjily approved school-books 
at the lowest prices. Now this object may, I sliould think, be attained in sonic such manner 
as is suggested by the Commissioner.^ of Education. There seems, however, to be a great 
deal of unnecessary detail and regulation in their scliemc- The system, to work welf and 
give satisfaction to the public, should be simple, and involve the principle of fair and open 
competitjon; and the plan I had the lioiiour to suggest, in my letter to you of the 16th 
Way 1851, appears to me to combine these advantages, and is indeed, to a considerable 
extent, identical with that proposed by the Commissioners. In substance, it was as 
follows, VJ7. : 

That Government, having approved of a work as suitable to be used in schools, should get 
a sheet or an entire copy of it printed and bound ns a standard, and that they should submit 
the supply of a certain number of copies of snch work to the competition of the public. 
Ihe standard copy of the work mi^ht i>e deposited with the Committee of the Privy Council 
on Education, or lu this office, and a functionary might be appointed, as siiwcrested by the 
Commissioners, to see that the work was got up in all respects similarly to the“nioclel. 

[he atlopLion of a plan of this sort would be a very simple affair, and it would make an 
end of some at least of the objections which tlio trade have made to the present system, 
^ut It appears to me to be indispensable, in order to enaiile the plan to bo easily and success- 
fully carried out, that the number to be ]irinted should be specified, and that they should 
not be contingent on the fluctuations of demand. Any uncertainty of this sort would 
greatly increase the cost of the books, and it should consequently be avoided. 

1 should also object to the contracts embracing any portion of time. I would limit them 
to jobs, buppose, for example, that the History of Rome, by A. B., is adopted as a school- 
book, and that a model copy is prepared; then I should merely propose advertising for 
tenders for a supply of 10,000, 50,000, or 100,000 copies of such book, tbe numbers teing 
proportioned to the supposed demand for the next three or four years, when a new contract 
luight he made. Under a system of this sort, a tradesman would know exactly what he was 
about ; he would run no risk ot any kind, and the competition woiiid be so intense among 
printers and publishers, that the books would lie supplied at the lowest possible cost. 

It may be objectefl, perhaps, that under a plan of this sort Government might occasionally 
get a supply on hand of worTs for which there was no demand. But with due discretion in 
the arrangement of the contrimts,_there would be little risk of this; ‘and such surplus copies 
us were, after al , accumulated, might be sold to the public with very little, if any, loss. 

I do not think It would be at all necessary to defer the eominencement of this system to 
the ternnnation of the ermtract of the Messrs. Grierson. Government is not bound to send 
them a single book to print, and supposmg tliey were so bound, the teima on which Messrs. 
Grierson have talcea their contract are so extremely, or rather ruinously low, that their claim 
to compensation would be of the most trifling description. 

Under the plan I have ventured to suggest, not a word would have to be said as to prices. 
Ihese would be fl.'ied by Government after the contracts were made. But to prevent any 
just complaint on the part of the trade, the prices, when fixed, sliould include a liberal 
allowance for copynght over and above the ordinary trade profit on ihe cost of the works. 

Under a system of this sort, Government might purchase any published -work they 
thought proper for their purposes ; but, as a general rule, the less they have to do in these 

matters 
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mattci-s the Letter. And though tlie plan now suggested be, perliaps, as little objectionable 
as any ihat could be proposed, still I am not stmgume enough to believe that it is not open to 
much f[uestioD. 

I have, &c. 



G. Coruewall Lewis, Esq , m r., 
&c. &c. &c. 



(signed) J. R. CuUocJt, Comptroller. 



Replv of Commissioners of National Education. 

Education Office, Dublin, 1 April 1852. 

We have bad the honour oi' receivin^r and laying- before the Cominisstonors of 
National Education your letter of the 1.5th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a com- 
munication addressed to G. Corneuall Lewis, Esq., late Secrerary to the 
Ireasury, by J. R. M‘Culloch, Esq., Comptrollor of Her Majesty's Stationery 
Office, containing remarks on the plan recommended by the Committee appointed 
by the Commissioners of National Education for the future publication and 
sale of the Irisli National School-books. 

Mr. M‘CnlIoch’s letter liavi-ug been referred to the Committee for their 
opiuion, they have reported, that his suggestions are open to serious objections, 
and not calculated to effect the desired objects, namely, reasonable prices, and a 
certainty that the supply of books to meet the increasing demand would be regular 
and abundant. 

The Committee disapprove of Mr. M'Cullocli’s proposition that the contracls 
should be limited to “Jobs.” A plan of tills kind was adopted (owing to the 
necessity of the case) when the Commissioners commenced publi.shing their 
books ; but having been lound to be attended with great inconvenience, was 
finally abandoned. 

ibe Committee also differ from Mr. M‘Cullor:b, in his opinion, that the 
contract should not embrace a specified time ; 011 the contrary, they deem it 
indispensable that it should be continued for a period of at least five or seven 
years. 

It appears to the Committee that the frequent renewal of the contract would 
necessarily increase the cost of producing the books; would create insuperable 
obstacles in the way of keeping up an adequate supply to meet the large demand, 
and would preclude the Commissioners from having a fixed scale of prices. 

Ihe Committee are satisfied that no contractor would be willing to incur the 
great expense necessary to print, or bind even a large quantity of the books, if 
his contract were limited to tlie “Job,” and Mr. Ai'CullocIi himself (in a com- 
inunication addressed last May to G. C. Lewis, Esq.) suggested that the con- 
tract should be taken for five or seven years ; but that it should not exceed that 
time, as in the interval improvements might be made in the manufacture of 
books. 

The Committee see no grounds for altering their recommendation that the 
price of each book shall nut exceed the maximum to be specified in the adver- 
tisement for tenders, the Committee conceiving that the rate of profit stated in 
the Schedule would be sufficiently large to cover all the expenses to which the 
contractor would be liable. 

If the Lord.s of Her Majesty’s Treasury tliink it desirable to disturb the pre- 
.sent contract for printing the National School-books, before its termination in 
December 1855, the Coiumittee beg to reiterate the opinion expressed in their 
former correspondence,' that the claims of the Messrs. Grierson are entitled to 
the most favourable consideration. 

The Committee, after a careful rovie-w of all the circumstances connected with 
this difficult unci important Ciuestion, feel bound to adhere 10 the plan -which they 
have already recommended, with the modification proposed by Mr. Liugeii with 
the approval of the Committee of Council on Education ; namely, that there 
should be a single contract for supplying the public as well as the Commissioners 
of National Education, and a single supervision. 

The Committee beg respectfully to impress upon the Lords of the Treasury 
the necessity of coming to a speedy decision on this matter, which has been so 
long under consideration. And it is requested that any alteration which their 
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Lordships deem it desirable to make in the plan already submitted, may be laid 
before the Committee of the National Board for their consideration. 

In conclusion we are to state, that the Commissioners present at the last meet- 
ing of the Board approve of the opinions expressed by the Committee on Mr 
McCulloch’s letter. 



G, A. Hamilton, Esq., m.p., 
fee. &c &c. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross,' 
James Kelly. 



|Secrcta. 



The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Cominissioiiers of National 
Education, Ireland. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, Nov^lS***’ 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
tonsmit herewith for yonr information and guidance, copy of a minute of this 
Bcmd, dated 12 th instant, relative to the future publication and sale of the Irish 
National bchool-books. 

I have 8cc 



Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 12 November 1832. 

of National Education in Ireland, dated 
24th January and 1 st April last, and also correspondence respecting the pub- 
lication oi the sohool-boolcs by the Commissioners of National Education in 
Ireland, as set forth in their 17th Report, and in Parliamentary Paper, No. 131 ), 
dSs™ oonsidered the same, are pleased to 

1. That the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland shall famish to 

the Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Slatioiiery-ofiice a list of the books for the pub- 
lioation of which teadeis are to be invited, and a statement of the number of 
copies of each, which the parties who shall be declared contractors are to be hound 
to ™pply during each year of their continuance (the contracts 

!ol,o 1 ■ the number likely to he required for the 

mferlc tr““Tm'",“' B»ard, aud the numbers to be fixed in 

reierence the probable demand for all purposes. 

2. In Older to maintain scmpniously and without change the essential and 

distmguishmg character of the National School-books, a copy of each book intended 
ho deposited with my Lords as a standard ; the contractor to 

roo-arTt accoi'dance with such standards as 

oSoLF to ^ ““ T Ptfs/ork ; the proof to be corrected by an officer to be 
in^^ials ^ Lords for the purpose, and to be verified by his signature or 

3. In the event of the Commissioners deeming it expedient to make any altera- 
bons m any book or work, the cost of making such alterations shall be determined 
by a scale or rate m a schedule to the contracts. 

mithJrt hooks or works, or of a greater quantity than the 

number specified, shah be also provided for in the contract. 

thc''n?nf toe'ro“' School-books in sheets for 

thL the^h,mtsrF’‘TF“"’ Ti “ “F** as shall be required by 

riZ;, and “f expense at the stores of the Commis- 

for the nsp nf ell tb ^he Same boots bound according to specification 

Lre n? Tle^ M r.'’b ‘n’ free ?f expense at the 

f^Lh r JeepS statiouery-offlce, or at a warehouse in Dublin appointed 

The 
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6. The contracts being made, and the cost of the production, so far as regards 
paper, printing, binding, &c., being ascertained, it is the intention of my Lords to 
add a reasonable sum for copyright, compilation, and composition, and to add 
further a sum of 10 per cent, for management and conduct of sale, and then to 
hx the price accordingly at -which each book shall be sold to the trade, or to 
private parties taking more than a certain number of copies, as herein provided, 
such sales being for ready money only. 

7. In order, however, to admit of booksellers and of the trade selling the books 
to the public at a fair profit, the price to the public shall be fixed at 25 or 30 per 
cent, above the trade price, that is, above their cost, including management. 

8. An allowance also of 10 per cent, to be made to parties not in the trade 
taking quantities, as set forth in a schedule to be prepared. 

9. The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland to sell or distribute 
their books to their own schools, as they shall deem e.xpedient. 

10. The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland to be supplied with 
books, at their cost price, including the 10 per cent, for management. 

11. The contractors to find two sureties each for the due performance of their 
contracts, in sums pi-oportioncd to the probable value of the contracts to be 
specified by my Lords, but that they shall not exceed 5 per cent, on such pro- 
bable value. 

12. The cost of the books to be defrayed by the Commissioners out of the 
Education vote, through the Stationery-office, or in such manner as my Lords 
may direct, and the proceeds of all sales to be brought to the credit of the Com- 
missioners. 

13. The Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Stationery-office will prepare forms of 
tender, in conformity with the aforegoing instructions, and take the proper steps 
for advertising the contract. 

14. My Lords will make arrangements by which the sale of the books shall be 
conducted by an officer of Her Majesty’s Stationery-office in Dublin. 



Reply. 



Education Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 11 December 1852. 

We have had the honour of laying before the Commissioners of National 
Education your letter of the 24th ultimo, transmitting for their information and 
guidance, copy of a Minute of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, dated 
12th November, relative to tlie future publication and sale of the Irish National 
School books. 

The Commissioners understand from the Minute laid before them, 

1st. That they are to be supplied with books in sheets for the use of the Irish 
National Schools at the cost price, including the 10 per cent, for management, 
to be delivered free of expense into the stores of the Commissioners; that they 
will be at liberty to select the party who shall hereafter bind their books in 
whatever manner tliey may think best; and that they may sell or distribute 
their books to their own schools as they shall deem e.xpcdient. 

2d. That the cost of printing, binding, &c,, of all the books is to be defrayed 
by the Commissionei-s out of the funds placed from time to time at their disposal 
by Parliament, and tliat the proceeds of all sales, both to the Irish National 
Schools and to the public at large, are to be brought to the credit of the Board. 

The Commissioners direct us to acquaint you, that upon the above under- 
standing the arrangement proposed for the publication of the books of the 
Board, and for the supply of them to the Irish National Schools, is deemed 
satisfactory. 

With regard to the plan to be adopted by direction of their Lordships for the 
sale of these books to all other parties, the Commissioners earnestly hope that 
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it will efFeclually secure low prices, and a certainty of a regular and abundant 
supply. 

The Commissioners, however, desire it may be understood that tl:ey consider 
themselves exonerated from all responsibility as to the results of the plan which 
their Lordships have sanctioned. 

It is very desirable that the new arrangement should come into operation at 
as early a period as is practicable in the ensuing year, in order that the Commis- 
sioners may be enabled to give timely notice of the change to the managers of 
national schools, agents, &c., See., and to make such alterations in their own 
department as the circumstances of the case may require. 

The Commissioners will feel obliged if tliey can be permitted to see the 
tenders and the sclieduie of prices before their Lordships fmally decide upon 
them. ■ ^ 

III compliance with their Lorriships' direction, a return has been proiiared of 
the number of books which wiii probably be required for one year’s con 
sumption, which shall be forwarded to the Comptroller of Her Majesty’s 
Stationery-office, London, on Monday next, 13th instant, together with a cony 
of each book intended for publication, to be deposited with their Lordships as a 
Standard for the contractor. 

^ We are directed, in conclusion, to express the high sense which tile Commis- 
sioners entertain of the sincere desire you liaye manifested since this important 
matter came under your consideration, to meet their wishes, and to settle the 
question at issue upon a basis satisfactory to all parties. 

We have, &e. 

G. A. Hamilton, Esq, m.p., (signed) J/aurice C^-oss,"} n 

&c. &c. Sec. James Kelly, j’Secretarie.s. 



Tlie Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury to the Commissioners of National 
Education, Ireland. 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 17 December 1852. 

WntTE to the Commissioners of National Education, Ireland, that my Lords 
have transmitted the specimen books, forwarded with their letter of the I 4 tii 
instant, to the Comptroller of the Stationery-office, with in.stnictions to have 
the contracts advertised for with as little delay as possible, and that my Lords 
hope a 1 the arrangements may be very shortly completed for the publicltion of 
the National School-books, according to the proposed new system. ^ 

_ My Lords read their Minute of 12th November, in which they state their 
intention to appoint an officer for the purpose of correcting the proof of each 

W?hem T ^ "> “rfen to maintuiif scrupuiousiy, and 

without change, the essential and distinguishing character of these books, 

sh„MdT,“um° r ■'n that the officer so to be appointed 

should be not onlyliighly competent to correct the press, but that he should 

LdThesn'k^' -^r '^™”““i»n™liaye iniplioit couiidenee, 
tW edihil National Board, and experieiioe in 

the admiiiisliation of the system, yyould point him out as the most eligible person 

tr'Imd w r* *'■ "'S' “PP™”* Mr. Maurice 

^idThef fh ? >»s.=‘PPomtm?"t will be acceptable to the Commissioners, 
whi, bis dm- m correcting the press will be found not inconsistent 

with his duties as one of their secretaries, the more especially as my Lords have 

Samer° ™ occasions been employed m a similar 

conmlSremth'^’rlnn^ 

tliev rtbe tLTa! ‘'’T “f 1211. Noyember, in wliieh 

tui htk m of *0 National 

S.a“ffiee* ™ "®“‘- “f ‘'or Majesty’s 

Having: 
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Havmg regard to the responsibility of tl.e officer so to be appointed and to 
the extent of h, a duties, my Lords direct that he shall Snd seS 
discharge of his duties and for the property committed to his eSe as weR as 
for the payment of all suras received by him for sales of 

w!th -elri°fLV^^^^^ 

My Lords farther direct that an account shall be opened in the name of 
Her Majestys Comptroller of the Stationery-office in the Bant J Tv ? i% * 
the Irish National School-hooks, and that Jll “ ms rc«Ld t s"es shall bo 
lod ed at least once each wek, or ofteiier if necessary, to that account and he 
paid once monthly to the Commissioners, as they shall direct. ’ 

The Comptroller of the Stationer, -office trill report to my Lords as to the 
arrangements which he thinks it will be expedient to make fr, reference to e 

storing and sale of the books; and the oflicer for supcriiitendino- tL sales will 
consider himself responsible, not only for the conduct of the sales but for the 
ypermtendence and management of the whole of this depaitmeni under he 
direction of the Comptroller of the Stationery-office. 

My Lords ^e pleased to a,ssign a salary of ,300 f. a year for this offino .u,I to 

having a supply- of books at all times ready for their purposes, as wcTas fo^lm 
use of the piibho, on a reqmsition from the Commissioners ; that it is mv Lords’ 
desire that the Commissioners shall continue to pay, as they now do the con 
Sr;^inWr:fS.' Sta.i„nery-„ffice,sLh account to otm^l:”', 

My Lords suggest to the Commissioners that it will be expedient forthwith to 
sell such standing forms and types as may now be in their ^oLesstr 

M ‘f ‘’f Comprtoller of the Stationery-office that my lords transmit to 
him the standard copies of the National School-hooks ; my Lords desire he will 
take charge of them, and adopt the necessary means for having the contracts 
advertised with as little delay as possible. ® contracts 

State to him that the Commissioners of National Education request that tliev 
to Sm atordffigty."’’” ‘hattliey shall be forwarded 

Transmit copy of the Commissioners’ letter of 14fh December 1862 with its 

tT r’’’-’’ »f ‘he Comptroller of the Stmion;ry"offi^ 

together with the standard copies of the National School-books. ^ 



The Commissioners of National Education, Irdaml, to the Lords of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury. 

, , Education Office, Dublin 3 Tnrmin? los*} 

vni?th directed by the Commissioners of National Education to transmit In 

^1 ‘heir proc 3 «s 0^™=^ 

ultimo, for the information of the Lords of Her Majesty’s ^ea^^. ’ 

We have, &c. 

G A TTorw-u T? (signed) Maurice Cross,) ^ 

O. A. Hamikon, Esq., m. p., JamtsKdly, /Secretaries. 



961. 



C 



(Enclosure) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




i8 CORRESPONDENCE, &c., RELATING TO TIII^ 



(Enclosure.) 

IxTHACT from tlie Proceedings of a Special Meeting of the Comniissioncrs of National 
Education; dated 31 December 1862. 

" The secretary reads that portion of the Minute of 1;he Lords of Her Majhisty’s Trcasui'v 
dated tlie 17th December 1852, with referenoe to tlio appointment of an oilier to correct 
the proofs of the hooks intended for publication by the Board of National Ednoiition. 

“ The following M inute is proposed by the Right honourable llaron G reonc, imd untmimouslv 
adopted by tbe Board. • ^ 

“ With reference to the foregoing communication from tlio Lords of the Trotiaury the 
Coinmissioners arc desirous of recording their sincere gratification at Bic umioiuiocment 
made of the selection of tlieir senior socrotiuy for tbe diacliargo of the duties siiecified in 
Mr. Hamilton’s letter. The Commissioners regard this a|)pointment not only as comnli- 
nientary to tliemaalves, but also as an expression of the high teatimony of tbeir Lordsliins^to 
the viduable public services, tried ability, and o.vcmplary chametor of Mr. Cross, a testimonv 
m full accordance with the opinion long cntci'Ltiiiied by llic Eniird o]‘ that gentlcmai/s 
merits and qualifications, and of the zeal, fidelity, and judgment which liavo viiiiformlv 
characterised the performaneo of his official duties. Ordered, Tliiili n copy of the above 
mnrate be sent to Cf. A. JrJamilton, Esq., m, r., for the information of the Lords of Her 
Majesty s Treasury.” 



Ihc Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Stationery OHico to the (Jomiiiissioiiers of 
National Education. 

(No. 1.) 

I f .1 1 ■ Office, 31 Dccemlier 1853. 

of Ihe I 1 Of Oommisaiouers of liduciitiou a proof 

framt'/L^ooarlTl”'" " ‘bat tliey hove been 

tlio XroLimf oi? Po sible m accordance rvitli the mimitcs and iiistractions of 
short ai ;, ! "■ i 1 ’y ’*"'1 xi“Pl=, to a.oicl or 

it s nof nl," ' t'x* biterpretltion, 

to be otherwise unLiiiM™Uo!''"‘ ‘'""y 

y™ "’i“ ™ ft'"”’ “ «‘“™ “0 ‘hoso particulars, 

irith sncli remaiks a.s you may liave to offer, with as little delay as possible. 

I liiiTe, See. 

(signed) A-. M‘Culhch, 

Maurice Cross and James Kelly. Esquires. Comptroller, 



(No. 2.) 

Gentlemen, . 

With reference to my letter of the , 

It was made partly to simnfffv the o,! approved of tills alteration. 

That it will have the forme/ f ^ i^'ig'ements, and partly to save expense, 
will lessen the cost of the books b 

as well as printing, is lessened ! ‘ proportional charge for binding, 

and printed are increased ording- us the uunjbers of books to be bound 



Tlie 
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The same cost ot‘ superintendence, and of several other incidents required to 
bind 1,000,000 books will sei'vc to bind 2,000,000, so that there is always a con- 
siderable advantage in having them e.x.ccuted iu large mimbers ; and by having 
them all executed together, their identity will be better preserved, and they 
will have the exact form which the Commissioners are desirous they should 
possess- 

I would, therefore, beg to express a liope that they will approve of the pro- 
posed arrangement. 

I have, &c. 



(signed) 

Maurice Cross and James Kelly, Esquires. 



J. R. McCulloch, 

Comptroller’. 



Reply. • 



Sir, _ Education Office, Dublin, 8 January 1853. 

We have laid before the Commissioners of National Education your letter of 
the 31st ultimo, enclosing the particulars of the contract or contracU for the 
supply of the books publislied under the authority of the Commissioners, &c., 
and also your letter of the 3d instant. 

Ihe Commissioners approve of the terms of the contract, and also that tije 
books sliould be delivered bound. 

The Commissioners are very anxious that tenders for the supply of books 
should be procured without delay, in order that no time may be lost in bringing 
the new arrangements into operation. 

The Commissioners presume that you will, at the proper time, adopt wdiat- 
cver measures may be necessary for giving publicity to the new arrangements, 
and for acrpiainting all parties how they 'are to proceed in future, in order to 
procure the books published for the use of the Irish National Schools. 

We are, kc. 



J. R. M'Cnlloch, Esq., 
&c. &c. 



(signed) 



Maurice C'ro.vj,) 
James Kelly, j 



Secretaries. 



The Commissioners of National Education to the Comptroller of Her Majesty’s 
Stationery Office. 

Education Office, Dublin, 23 May 1863. 

IpiAVE felt it my duty to bring under the notice of the Coimnissioners of 
National Education the proposed advertisement of tlie change as to the supply 
of the National School-books to the public, See. 

The Commissioners consider it very important that in any advertisement that 
raay be issued it should appear that the new arrangements for the sale of the 
hooks have been made on the responsibility of the Lords of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, and in conformity with their Lordships’ Minutes. 

_ The Commis-sioners therefore suggest tliat this should be stated in the adver- 
tisement; and also, that from the date specified, the Commissioners are confined 
exclusively to the supply of books for the. use of the Irish National Schook 
only. 

I remain, kc. 

(signed) Maurice Cross, 

J. R. M'CiillocIi, Esq,, Secretary. 

kc. kc. 



y6i. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c„ RELATING TO THE 



Reply. 



Sir, Stationery Office, 30 May 1853 . 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d instant, in regard 
to the advertisement of the Irish educational books. 

Owing to Mr. Wilson’s illness, a day or two elapsed before I could submit 
your letter to his consideration. The advertisement being dated Stationery- 
office, which is a subordinate department of the .Treasury, Mr. Wilson did not 
think any further statement was necessary to show that the new arrangements 
were authorised by their Lordships. 

He adopted your other suggestion in regard to the statement, that the Com- 
missioners are to be confined, from the 4th July next, to the supplying of their 
own schools with books. 

The minimum value of books to be sold to private parties has been raised to 
10 /. ; and the advertisement has been ordered to be inserted in all the leading 
British and Irish journals. * 

1 am, &c. 

(signed) J. R. McCulloch, 

To Maurice Cross, Esq., &c. Comptroller. 



(Advertisement.) 

Irish Euucational Books. 

hv rtrcnm f' School-books user! 
Mcmou-slrcct, Dublin, for ready money only, by the trade (and by prirate persons ordotini 
the ‘‘ m'* at ‘he undermontloneS prioGs. From 

Sdioi ^ Coinmiasionera wiU supply no looks except to the fiisli National 



NAMES OF BOOKS. 



NAMES OP BOOKS. 



First book of Lessons - 
Second ditto - - - _ 

Sequel to second book, No. 1 
Ditto ditto. No, 2 
Fourth book of Lessons 
Supplement to fourth book - 
Fifth book of Lessons - - - 

Girls’ Reading-book - - . 

Biographical Sketches of British j 
Poets 

Selections fromBritiahPoets, Vol. 1 | 
Ditto ditto Vol. 2 i 

Inti-oduotiou to the Art of Reading j 
English Grammar - 
Key to ditto - - . 

Third hook of Lessons - - - 

First Arithmetic - - _ 

Key to ditto - - - - 



d. 

-h 

3 

3 

3 

7 

8 
7 

7 

9 

8 
9 

5 
3 

-I 

6 
3 
3 



^ithemetie in theory and practice 
Book-keeping - - _ , 

Key to ditto - 
Epitome of Geogiuphy 
Compendium of ditto 
Elements of Geometiy 
Mensuration - - . . 

Appendix to ditto - _ _ 

S<iipture Lessons Old Testatment, 
No. 1. - 

Ditto ditto No. 2. . 

Ditto New Testament, No. 1 - 

Ditto ditto - No. 2 - 

Sacred Poetry - - _ , 

Lessons on Truths of Christianity 
Agricultural Cluss-book 
Farm Account-book - 
Treatise on Needlework 



Stationery Office, 
27 May 1853. 



PRICES. 



- 7 

- 4 

- 3 

- 10 
~ 3 

- 3 

- 5 
-• 4 

- 4 

- 4 

- 4 

- 4 

- 1 
- 2 
- 6 
1 2 
I 7 
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— T!ie ConamissionCTS OM not able to state tlie amount of remnneration obtained by tlieir agents, as tbo agents were not bound to sell the books to all parties on the same terms. Tlie 
terms on wliicb the books were supplicd to llio agents by the Commissioners have been at vorious times altered, but the allowance baa been tbroughout about the same, namely, 42J per 
cent, below tliG selling prices to the public, out of which the agents hare bad to make the usual allowances to the trade. 



22 



CORRESPONDENCE, kc., RELATING TO THE 



III. — NA3»IES of any Pebsons wTio hare been Appointed in consequence of the New 
Arrangements, tbe Nature of their Duties, and the Amount of their Saeaiues. 



N.UUES, 


NATURE OF DUTIES. 


SALARIES. 


Maurice Cross - - -i 


To read and correct proofs 
of every reprint of the books 


1 - £.120 per annum. 


1 


published by the ComuiissionerB 


r 


To superintend the sale of 


I 


David M'CuUocli - 


the National School-books to 


1 - £. .SOO per annum. 


1 


the public - _ - - 



See Treasury Minute, dated 17 December 1852, in Correspondence; and State- 
ment attached, prepared by the Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, showinff 
the cost without and with an allowance for copyright and management, and the jn-lcea to the 
trade per copy, of each of the books published by the Commissioners of National Education 
Tire selling prices fixed being intended to secure a profit to the Commissioners after nav- 
ment of the above Salaiies, and all other expenses. ' ^ 

Education Oflice, Dublin, (signed) Mannce Cross,'!,. 

August 1853. James Kelly, j^ecretaries. 



account of die Cost, without and with an Allowabcs for CoPvaiGiir and Management, of the School Books 
piihlJsJieil by the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, under the New Contract. 



First Book of Lessons 
Second - ditto 
Sequel to Second Book, No. 1 
Ditto - diuo . No. 2 

Fourth Book of Lessons 

Supplement to Fourth Book 

FiftJi Book of Lessons 

tfirls’ Reading Book - - . 

Biographical Sketches of British 
Beets - . - . . 

Selections from British Poets, Vol. i 

Ditto - ditto - Tol a 

Introduction to tlio Art of Reading 

English Grammar 

Key to ditto .... 



CONTRACT LIST No. i.- 

d. 

1 18 - I 4-824 

2-*976 
2J-I76 
2|-224 

CONTRACT LIST No. 2 , 



NAMES OP BOOKS. 


Contract 

Cost 

per 1,000 
Copies. 


Contract 

Cost 

per Copy. 


Copyright 
2 J 

per Cent. 


Net Coat per ' 
Copy. 


10 per Cent.. , 
Management, 
fee. 


Price 

to Trade per 
Copy, 


Prices 

to the Trade 
per Copy, 
sanctiooeci by 
Cummissionera 
of National 
Educadca. 




i 1 








1 





-Jonn Falconeh, Dublin. 



10 IS 
10 13 



•2244 

•2044 

•2556 



i'8006 

24-2004 

2J-4804 

21-470S 



■18690 

■92004 

4-04304 

4-04706 



■ Alexander Thom, Dublin. 



23 8 94 

28 2 5 

! 20 8 7 
26 8 7 

31 - 7 
20 5 8 
33 7 6 i 
17 19 7 

0 14 4 

1 IG 10 



54 - 0 O 2 

04-9O6 

04-372 

6|'372 

74-788 

7--112 

R--042 

44'26 

24-328 

4-708 



•56255 

•6749 

•6S4S 

•0343 

•7447 

•7028 

•80105 

•4315 

•2332 

•0442 



5|-00435 

0|-6709 

6J-0063 

64-0063 

74‘.6327 

'7--8I48 

S--84305 

44-6915 

24'5012 

4'8122 



4-306455 

|•7670D 

i-60063 

4-60063 

1*05327 

4’88148 

2’984305 

i‘70013 

•95012 

•18322 



4'05656 

24-12044 

3f*47344 

2|-62756 

64-371006 

74-43799 

7--006D3 

7-'60693 

84T>8597 

7J-G0628 

9--127355 

4§-46085 

2|-51732 

4'99342 



CONTRA' 
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Contract 

j per l.nOO 
1 Copies. 


Contract 

Cost 

per Copy. 


Copyright. ■ 
21 

per Cent. 


Ket Cost per 
Copy. 


1 

10 pet Cent, j 
Managenient, 

1 &c. 


1 

j to Trade per 

1 Copy- 

1 


rrircs 

to the Trade 
per Copy, 
sanctioned by 
CommisaiDntr.s 
of N.-itional 




1 1 




1 1 1 i 



CONTRACT LIST No. 3. — Alexander Thou, Dublin. 



Third Book of Lessons 


£. 

19 


19 


d. 

n 


4|'182 


•47953 


4f-63156 


4-060155 


34-027705 




d. 

6 


First Arithmetic 


& 


IS 


3 


2--412 


•2103 


2--C223 


•86223 


24-48453 


- 


3 


Key to ditto .... 


9 


U 




2J-33 


•23325 


24-36325 


•956325 


2P519675 


- 




Arithmetic in Theory and Practice 


25 


18 


2 


C--776 


•6104 


G4'S054 


^•53954 


Cf-93404 


- 




Book-keeping .... 


12 




8 


2J-084 


•2093 


3-'2830 


4-2283G 


04'5U90 


- 




Key to ditto . - - - 


11 


17 


2 


2|'384 


•2840 


22 T 1 O 8 G 


4*16666 


3--88546 


- 




Epitome of Geography 


07 


8 


10 


8|-944 


•8986 


9--842Q 


i-68426 


I0--52686 


- 


10 


Compendium of ditto - - - 


10 


13 




2J-232 


•2368 


2|-4878 


4-04878 


2i-33G58 


- 




Elements of Geometry 


10 


14 


- 


2|'272 


•2588 


2i'3288 


4-05288 


2|-58108 


- 




Mensuration . . • - 


18 


17 




4J-104 


•4523 


4^‘5508 


4-8550G 


6--41226 


- 


- 


Appendix to ditto 


12 


2 




2i'682 


•20155 


2§'95355 


4'196355 


84-148905 


- 


4 


Seripture Lessons, Old Test., No. 1 


12 


0 




2|-984 


■2998 


3- -2836 


4-22830 


34'5119G 


- 


4 


Ditto - ditto - No. 2 


13 


- 




3--5 


•3125 


3--81Q5 


4-28123 


3A09375 


- 


4 


Ditto - New Test., No. 1 


13 


12 




3J'092 


•3273 


34-4193 


J'34193 


3J-70123 


- 




Ditto - ditto - No. 2 


13 


- 


6 


3--5 


•3126 


8--8125 


J'28123 


8J-09375 


- 


4 


Sacred Poetry .... 


2 


18 


3 


^•79G 


•0899 


J-8G59 


•28659 


1-15249 


- 


1 


Lessons on Truths of Christianity - 


7 


11 


H 


lJ-258 


•18145 


U-43946 


•743945 


2--1B3393 


- 


2 


Agricultural Class Book 


21 


10 


6’ 


5-'66G 


•31605 


54-18205 


4T18-2G5 


64'3009I5 


- 


6 


Farm Account Book ■ 


52 


- 




l/04'92 


4-248 


1/0|-168 


14’1168 


iy3-'2848 


1 


2 


Treatise on Needlework 


69 


13 


8 


1/4J-8D6 


4'C724 


1/5--568* 


lJ-85684 


1/61-42524 


1 


7 



Stationery Office, 1 
IQ February 1853./ 



(signed) J. R. M'CuUoek, 

Comptroller. 
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